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since we support and protect the Princes against both out-
side and inside enemies, we as the Paramount Power have
thereby made ourselves responsible that their government
be reasonably good. There are disturbances in one or two
states in progress at present that would never have taken
place had not we, in process of some hot-air principle,
shirked our responsibility for using the guiding and restrain-
ing hand too long. Interference and advice when necessary,
and not too late, is a very different matter from the tactless
meddling which now and again some Resident may have
practised in the past.

Some of the larger states are admirably governed, and
have also of the ruler's own initiative introduced forms
of popular government. Almost all have availed them-
selves at one time or other of the service of British
officers or British - trained Indian officials to put their
revenues and public services in order, and to-day especi-
ally so.

Some of them are still intensely old-fashioned and
patriarchal in their systems, and it would not be too much
to add that in many cases it is these old-world oases, where
the patriarch is amiable and capable, that the people are
the happiest.

The Princes, as has been said, are each and all in touch
with the Central Government, but this does not mean that
normally the Foreign Department must deal with each.
The lesser are grouped for the purposes of reference and
general liaison under a senior 'Agent' of the Governor-
General, in various parts of the country. The 'Montford'
Reforms introduced an informal body, constituted as the
'Chamber of Princes', which aimed at giving the various
Princes an opportunity to meet and discuss their own
special problems* Some of them have had boots so big
that they have always held aloof from the Chamber, but
the majority have taken considerable trouble to attend and
carry out work useful to them all. The question of federa-
tion and discussion thereon is one for which the Chamber